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Meet the Staff
Dr. Michelle Mcnear, PhD.
President

Tom Curley, PhD.
Provost and Transpersonal Psychology Program Chair
tom.curley@atlanticuniv.edu

Kim Nolan, PhD.
Mindfulness Studies Program Chair
kim.nolan@atlanticuniv.edu

Ciara Scarborough.
Financial and Student Services Coordinator
ciara.scarborough@atlanticuniv.edu

Dina Blythe, M.A.
Admissions Coordinator
dina.blythe@atlanticuniv.edu
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of Trustees
Chairperson: Marianne Splenda

Vice-Chairperson: Cara Romanzo

Trustees:
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William J. Deady

Donita M. King

Alison Mills-Long

Doug Muha

Lilian H. Pailen

Anthony Reddin

Kevin Reger

Joy Scott

John Waitekus

Kathleen Welsch

Pearl Maria B. Wilkinson

Corporate Secretary: Mercy Martinez  
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Advisory Council
Glenn Hartelius, Ph.D
Ph.D. in East-West  Psychology, California Institute of 

Integral Studies, San Francisco, CA
MA in Religion, Loma Linda University, Redlands, CA
B.A, in Interdisciplinary Studies, Pacifi c Union College, 

Angwin, CA
Dr. Glenn Hartelius is an internationally known scholar and 
thought leader in the integral, transpersonal, and positive 
psychology fi elds, supporting their development and impact 
through grant-funded research, editorial roles, and mentorship 
for the next generation of transpersonal scholars.
As an educator Dr. Hartelius has taught at the Institute 
of Transpersonal Psychology, Sofia University, Naropa 
University, Saybrook University, Middlesex University and Alef 
Trust in the UK, and the California Institute of Integral Studies 
where he developed and led a highly successful doctoral 
program. He next brought his experience to CIHS where 
he created our next generation, inspiring, and academically 
rigorous doctoral program in Integral, Transpersonal, and 
Positive Psychology for individuals who want to participate 
in the development of a psychology of the whole person that 
includes consciousness, intuition, inspiration, and spirituality 
alongside the study of cognition and neuroscience.
As Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Transpersonal 
Studies (IJTS), Dr. Hartelius has brought a journal with fewer 
than 100 subscribers into what is today the largest journal and 
primary publisher of empirical research in the transpersonal 
area, with more than 150,000 downloads per year by over 
50,000 total users spanning nearly every country on the 
globe. IJTS is the only transpersonal journal listed in Scopus, 
a top research index with rigorous selection criteria. This is 
in addition to Dr. Hartelius’ role as co-author of The Wiley-
Blackwell Handbook of Transpersonal Psychology, to date 
the most comprehensive overview of the transpersonal area, 
and his active promotion of the transpersonal fi eld as Vice-
President of the International Transpersonal Association, 
which he has worked with since its revival in 2008.

Neil Helm, PhD
Scholar in Residence (Ret), Atlantic University
PhD, Transpersonal Psychology, Sofi a University
MA, Transpersonal Studies, Atlantic University
BS, Foreign Service, Georgetown University
Dr. Helm completed a 40-year career in Space Science. 
From 1991 to 2008, he directed a research center at the 
George Washington University where he managed high 
technology research projects for NASA, other agencies, 
and governments. Dr. Helm continues to conduct research 
primarily in transpersonal psychology.

Christine Simmonds-Moore, PhD
Associate Professor, Psychology, University of West Georgia
PhD, Psychology, Leicester University and University 

of Northampton
M Phil., Cognitive Science, Dundee University
BA, Psychology, University of Wales, Swansea
Dr. Simmonds-Moore has a post-graduate diploma from 
Liverpool John Moore’s University. She has taught at the 
University of Virginia and was a Senior Research Fellow 
at the Rhine Research Center. Dr. Simmonds-Moore’s 
research interests include the study of personality types 
who are prone to subjective anomalous and paranormal 
experiences and beliefs.

Mark Thurston, PhD
Ph.D., Psychology, Saybrook University 
M.A., Psychology, University of West Georgia 
B.A., Psychology, University of Texas at Austin 
Mark Thurston, Ph.D. is a term associate professor in the 
School of Integrative Studies at George Mason University.  
From January, 2009 to June, 2018 he was administrative 
faculty for Mason’s Center for the Advancement of Well-
Being, serving most recently as the director of educational 
programs.  With an academic background in psychology, 
Mark worked for 35 years before coming to Mason in adult 
education related to consciousness

Christina Tillotson, DD
Dean, Distance Education, Holmes Institute
DD, Divinity, Emerson Institute
MA, Education, San Francisco State University
MA, Consciousness Studies, Holmes Institute
BA, Social Work
Dr. Tillotson directs all online education for headquarters of 
the United Centers for Spiritual Living. She also serves as 
staff minister at Seaside, where she creates and teaches 
science and spirituality, relationship, and abundance classes.

Thomas Curley, PhD
Provost, Atlantic University
PhD, Philosophy, Fordham University
MA, Philosophy, Fordham University
BA with Honors, Fordham College



215 67th Street, Virginia Beach, VA 23451-2061
Phone: (757) 631–8101    |    Fax: (757) 631–8096    |    Toll Free: (800) 428–1512

AtlanticUniv.edu    |    Email: info@atlanticuniv.edu


